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The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He Leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul.

Psalm 23: 1-3a
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Repentance Unto Life
by Pastor John Dawson

Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin and
apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God
with full purpose of and endeavor after new obedience. (Westminster Shorter Catechism, A 87)

In his poem, To a Louse, Robert Burns humorously relates his sight of a woman in church, dressed to
impress all who saw her. She had one embarrassing flaw of which she was completely unaware. Amid
all her finery and fancy hair do, she also had head lice. And one louse in particular was putting on quite
a show as it wriggled all around her head. She intended to put forward the image of a woman well
together, but the lice showed something different, and it was something she was not aware of. Burns’
conclusion is in the well-known line: Oh would some power the Giftie gie us, to see ourselves as others
see us, it would from many blunders free us, and foolish notion. What errors in gait and dress would
leave us, and even devotion.

Repentance is precisely the power that causes us to see ourselves, not just as others might see us, but
as our actions are seen by the Holy God. For me, the gift of repentance is the realization that my sin is
not just a bit off, but actually wrong, hurtful and dangerous. It is as embarrassing and odious as having
head lice dancing about in my scalp, and me trying to
look serious when I should be running to the special
shampoo and nit comb. A gross illustration? Perhaps,
but it is an accurate one. Repentance is seeing my sin
and failure for what it is and desiring to be rid of it as
quickly as possible. Repentance not only sends me
from the sin, but turns me in the direction of the Savior.

I said that repentance is a gift, because it is a
realization that what I thought might be good for me,
cause me success or pleasure, is really the opposite.
This realization comes, not from my desires or
perspective, but from God’s perspective. When it
comes to my consciousness from outside of myself, I realize that it is a gift given by God. King David
had this realization after Nathan the prophet came to visit him. David’s response was typical of true
repentance. He did not excuse himself, nor attack the prophet, but turned to the Lord in repentance.
Psalm 51 is the expression of David’s repentance, and it is a good expression for us to use for our
repentance. It is also a good source that God can use to bring repentance to us as we read it.

There are seven psalms that can especially help us see the need for repentance in our own lives.
Augustine called these the penitential psalms. Meditating on them can help us move from a place of
pride in our minds to one of humility before the Lord. It was said that Augustine died reciting these
psalms in order to have his heart humble before the Lord in preparation with meeting his Savior in
eternity.

I am beginning a new Sunday School series this month focusing on these psalms. Lenten observances
are a traditional way to prepare to celebrate the resurrection on Easter Sunday, so these psalms fall in
line with that. A focus on repentance is always appropriate. Remember that the first of Martin Luther’s
95 theses was that repentance was a life-long endeavor. But I do find that I need seasonal reminders to
focus on repentance. I hope they will help you also. If you have not been in Sunday School lately I invite
you to join us.

I also want to thank you for all the kindness you showed to Sally and me through your Christmas gift
to us. We are thankful to share our lives together with this congregation. May we grow in Christ
together.

Pastor John



Women’s Ministries

February Nursery Schedule
2/4 – Elaine Wright & Sally Dawson

2/11 – Eva Walls & Teresa Berg
2/18 – Chellie Davis & June Thompson
2/25 – Debra Kiser & Brenda Holbrook

And the desert shall 
rejoice, and blossom as 

the rose.  It shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice 

even with joy and 
singing.
Isaiah 35: 1a-2a
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Session update:
1. Budget report summary

a. December Income –$14,081
b. December Expenses – $15,172
c. Restricted Giving - $6,671 (Piano repair and Deacons’ Fund)
d. Deacons’ Fund – $275
e. 2017 YTD Offerings – $157,591
f. 2017 YTD Budget – $168,969
g. 2017 YTD Expense – $178,381

2. Cash-on-hand
a. Building Fund – $9,134
b. Checking – $20,533.51 (Deacons’ Fund not included)
c. Savings – $5,719
d. Total - $35,387
e. The Annual Report will be distributed soon.

3. Session Report
a. Sunday School

1. Next topic for the Adult Class will be the Psalms.
2. We are seeking to start up children’s Sunday School again. Details forthcoming.

b. The Session approved Pastor John substituting for Doug Smith’s Bible classes at
Cornerstone Academy in February.

c. The Pastor is teaching one Greek class at Graham Bible College this semester.
d. Presbytery – Two churches in our presbytery, Grace Reformed and Providence, left the

PCA denomination and have joined the Bible Presbyterian Church.
e. Shepherding issues were discussed and prayed for.
f. Deacons’ issues:

1. We discussed the forthcoming congregational meeting.
2. The Deacons are working on options to remove the untidy trees on the side of the

driveway.

From the Session

Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of 
my life: and I will dwell in the 

house of the Lord for ever.
Psalm 23: 6



The Treasury of David
By Charles H. Spurgeon

Psalm 23: 2—”He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still
waters.” The Christian life has two elements in it, the contemplative and the active, and
both of these are richly provided for. First, the contemplative. “He maketh me to lie down
in green pastures.” What are these “green pastures” but the Scriptures of truth—always
fresh, always rich, and never exhausted? There is no fear of biting the bare ground where the
grass is long enough for the flock to lie down in it. Sweet and full are the doctrines of the
gospel: fit food for souls, as tender grass is natural nutriment for sheep. When by faith we
are enabled to find rest in the promises, we are like the sheep that lie down in the midst of
the pasture; we find at the same moment both provender and peace, rest and refreshment,
serenity and satisfaction. But observe: “He maketh me to lie down.” It is the Lord who
graciously enables us to perceive the preciousness of his truth, and to feed upon it. How
grateful ought we to be for the power to appropriate the promises! There are some
distracted souls who would give worlds if they could but do this. They know the
blessedness of it, but they cannot say that this blessedness is theirs. They know the “green
pastures,” but they are not made to “lie down” in them. Those believers who have for years
enjoyed a “full assurance of faith” should greatly bless their gracious God.

The second part of a vigorous Christian’s life consists in gracious activity. We not only
think, but we act. We are not always lying down to feed, but are journeying onward toward
perfection; hence we read, “he leadeth me beside the still waters.” What are theses “still
waters” but the influences and graces of his blessed Spirit? His Spirit attends us in various
operations, like waters—in the plural—to cleanse, to refresh, to fertilize, to cherish. They
are “still waters,” for the Holy Ghost loves peace, and sounds no trumpet of ostentation in his
operations. He may flow into our soul, but not into our neighbor’s and therefore our
neighbor may not perceive the divine presence; and though the blessed Spirit may be pouring
his floods into one heart, yet he that sitteth next to the favored one may know nothing of it.

“In sacred silence of the mind
My heaven, and there my God I find.”

Still waters run deep. Nothing more noisy than an
empty drum. That silence is golden indeed in which
the Holy Spirit meets with the souls of his saints. Not
to raging waves of strife, but to peaceful streams of
holy love does the Spirit of God conduct the chosen
sheep. He is a dove, not an eagle; the dew, not the
hurricane. Our Lord leads us beside these “still
waters;” we could not go there of ourselves, we need
his guidance, therefore it is said, “he leadeth me.” He
does not drive us. Moses drives us by the law, but
Jesus leads us by his example, and the gentle drawing
of his love.



February 2018

Every Sunday:

10 am Sunday School                      

11 am worship                   

6 pm evening study
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Did you know: The Psalms were found written on some of the famous Dead Sea Scrolls 
discovered last century?
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
for February 2017

2/1 – Sandy Armstrong’s Birthday
2/10 – Sally Dawson’s Birthday
2/13 – Mary Semenov’s Birthday
2/18 – Debra Kiser’s Birthday
2/18 – Roberta Clifton’s Birthday
2/22 – Ben & Karissa Bullen’s Anniversary
2/22 – Randy Ojanen’s Birthday

Dates to Remember

Now the God of peace, that 
brought again from the dead 

our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, through 

the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is 
well- pleasing in his sight, 

through Jesus Christ; to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. 

Amen.
Hebrews 13: 20-21


