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Achieving Unity
by Pastor John Dawson

In Romans 12, the Church of Jesus Christ is described as the Body of Christ. The individual
members are described with various gifts and different roles. They have different
perspectives because they view things from the vantage point of their own gifts. So there is a
tendency for the different members to be at odds with one another. The one who has the
focus of discernment and justice may find himself at odds with the one who has the focus of
mercy. The one who has a gift of teaching may be at odds with one who uses his gifts
through the ministry of physical things. There is a (sinful) tendency to consider those with
different perspectives with suspicion. The remedy for this is also given in that passage. All
who are in Christ are to use their gifts for the service of Christ. All are to work together so
the body of Christ can prosper. Because we are hard-wired to view things in our own way,
the Apostle Paul tells us to consider others above ourselves.

Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not 
all His benefits: Who 
satisfies your mouth 
with good things, so 
that your youth is 
renewed like the 

eagle’s.
Psalm 103: 2,5



Achieving Unity
by Pastor John Dawson

When there is an impasse in the Body of Christ, we must remember that we are not just
individuals but part of the one Body. We must look to Christ. Consider the honor of Jesus.
Think about how we can be used to bring glory to Christ. One of the things that brings
dishonor to Jesus is the way that his Body dysfunctionally fights itself. Unity is important
because Christ is one. Love is paramount because God is love. When we do not have love and
when we do not have unity, it is a sign that we are dysfunctional.

The issue of unity is important in the local church. When unity in the local church is broken,
we feel it most deeply because it affects us week by week and in every aspect of our worship
and ministry. Because we feel it constantly, we may be moved to work harder toward restoring
unity. The issue of unity is also important in the broader church. Church denominations are set
up with a mind to give a clear purpose of worship and ministry. When there is division within
a denomination, the various parties set up as us verses all of the other thems. Because we are
not faced with this division constantly, we may not pray and work to restore unity as fervently.
But we should do this because the body of Christ is one. We are connected with others even
though they do not live right with us.

How do we restore unity in the broader church?
One way is to pray for our brothers and sisters who
appear on the opposite side of the divide. Also to
check our tongues that we do not say things about
them that are unkind, untrue, or will not repair the
divide. When we view others as other, rather than
united to us in the one Body of Christ, we will not
obey the scripture which calls us to prefer others
above ourselves. This is true for those Christians who
are outside of our normal denominational comfort
zone. If they are seriously in Christ, we should treat
them as in Christ. To belittle them, or scorn them will
not help the cause of unity.

Martin Luther

Another cause of disunity in the Church, one we do not talk of often, is a mistrust between
Christians of differing racial, ethnic, and political groups. We are often used to thinking about
how to handle theological or practical differences among us as Christians and we do not see the
divisions in these other areas. They must not be ignored. The solution to these divisions is the
same as the others: look first to Jesus; consider others above ourselves; listen and speak with
honesty, kindness and love. One reason that we must work toward reconciliation with those
who are different from us racially and politically is that our country is in a real mess because of
these divisions. Our country is experiencing greater and greater division. Our early motto: e
pluribus unum (out of many, one) is being ignored as I increasingly hear people insist on
tribalism as the order of the day. The tribes are defined ever narrowly which makes the
divisions stronger and more abundant. With our society fracturing into fighting groups, it is
increasingly important that the Church of Jesus Christ act more like one Body, with Christ as
the focus of our union, and love our language. If the Church shows this unity, it will draw
people away from the destructive patterns of tribalism into the union that is found in Christ.
Pray for this unity, and do what God leads you to make it more clearly known. Pastor John



Women’s Ministries

November Nursery Schedule
11/5– Elaine Wright & Sally Dawson

11/12 – June Thompson & Debra Kiser
11/19 – Carolyn Dando & Priscilla Haydon

11/26 – Teresa Berg & Brenda Holbrook

Joy and gladness will 
be found in [Zion], 

thanksgiving and the 
voice of melody.

Isaiah 51: 3b

Abortion Alternatives & 
Crisis Pregnancy Center 

requests donations of larger 
size diapers and toddler 

clothing.  If you can help, 
please see Marjy Larson.



Session update:
1. Budget report summary

a. September Income –$17,323
b. September Expenses – $12,235
c. Deacons’ Fund – $314
d. Piano Fund - $500
e. YTD Offerings – $120,984
f. YTD Budget – $112,646
g. YTD Expense – $128,240

2. Cash-on-hand
a. Building Fund – $9,133
b. Checking – $35,964 (Deacon’s Fund not included)
c. Savings – $5,719
d. Total - $50,816

3. Session Report
a. The piano fund was completed, and our piano is out for repair. A loaner piano has been provided.
b. The pastor attended a Reformation Worship Conference which was beneficial with encouraging

speakers and good fellowship. Feel free to ask our pastor about it!
c. Church Calendar Events:

1. Sunday night, October 29th is the night of the Reformation joint worship service at Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Johnson City. Our evening Service will be cancelled, and the Session encourages
the members to join us for the service. It is a good time to meet and hear other pastors in our presbytery
since many participate in the service of worship. Rev. Davis Morgan, ETSU’s RUF pastor, will preach.

2. Sunday, November 5th –Dinner Day and the King University Symphonic Choir will join us for
worship. We will have around 10 extra guests.

3. Saturday, November 11th—Presbytery will meet at Westminster in Johnson City. Elders David
Dawson and Tom Larson will attend.

4. Sunday, November 12th—Our pastor and his family will be on vacation. Reverend Larry Stallard will be
our guest preacher.

5. Communion will be moved to November 19th since Pastor John will be gone the second Sunday.
6. Lifetouch photography at the church 2-9 pm for pictorial directory. Sign-up in the kitchen.
7. Coming up in December: Caroling to shut-ins—date forthcoming. Sunday night, December 24th—

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service at 6 pm.
d. Shepherding Issues were discussed.
e. Deacons items:

1. Some facility needs have been forwarded to the deacons.
2. The Sewer line installation is progressing.

From the Session

It is good to give 
thanks to the Lord, 
and to sing praises 

to Your name, O 
Most High.

Psalm 92: 1



From the Pastor

Dear Family and Friends,
We are partnering with Lifetouch to create a

pictorial church directory. This directory is provided at
no cost to the church, however you will have the
opportunity to purchase additional portraits from
Lifetouch. Each family will receive a free 8x10 portrait
and a complimentary directory. Additionally, the
directory will be available online and also accessible for
smart phones.

I would like to encourage everyone to participate.
This is not just for members, but also our faithful
friends. We are scheduled for the photography on
Wednesday, November 29, 2017 from 2:00-9:00 pm. If
you cannot make this day, please contact Zula Lambert,
and she will make other arrangements.

There is a sign-up sheet in the
kitchen, and the sooner you sign
up the better.

Thank you for your support
and participation!

Blessings,
Pastor John



Prepared For The Worst?
By Anne Graham Lotz

With the images of Harvey and Irma indelibly impressed on our hearts and minds, we are
acutely aware that it’s hurricane season. From June to November, those of us who live near the
Atlantic Coast know to prepare for the worst. We stock up on the basic necessities: extra
batteries, water, canned goods, candles—things we will need if our power lines are downed and
electricity is cut off.

This year, the National Weather Service has a new warning system. The system alerts people
not only to an approaching storm, but also when there is the probability of coastal flooding. Half
the deaths from hurricanes are related to storm surges that result when water builds up under-
neath the hurricane or tropical storm, then
is pushed inland by high winds. The
water travels into coastal towns and
rivers, causing flooding.

The purpose of the warning is to reduce
the number of people killed—or to put it
another way, to keep them safe. The
assumption is that if they are warned, they
will prepare—either evacuate, hunker
down or board up.

A National Hurricane Center
spokesman is quoted as saying, “The numbers—statistics—don’t matter. What matters is if a
hurricane is going to hit you, you’re prepared for it.”

Which leaves me to wonder: Has Heaven been sending us national and global storm warnings?
Blood moon. Solar eclipses. Wars and rumors of wars. Earthquakes in various places. Plagues
like the opioid epidemic. The falling away from the truth of God’s Word … within the church.

While no one knows if these are warnings, it seems reasonable to prepare for the worst by
double checking our spiritual necessities. Check your basic necessity, which is Biblical certainty,
confidence, surety. It’s faith.

Therefore we also, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before 
us, looking unto Jesus, the author 

and finisher of our faith.
Hebrews 12: 1-2a



November 2017

Every Sunday:

10 am Sunday School                      

11 am worship                   

6 pm evening study

Sunday           Monday           Tuesday      Wednesday      Thursday          Friday            Saturday

5 6 87 11

Did you know: the first day of fall is called the Autumnal Equinox?
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Taken at church

2-9 pm.

King 

University 

Choir



Birthdays & Anniversaries 
for November 2017

11/1 – Randy & Susan Ojanen’s Anniversary
11/9 – Tom Larson’s Birthday
11/9 – Josh Sack’s Birthday
11/10 – Betsey Warhurst’s Birthday
11/11 – Joe Armstrong’s Birthday
11/14 – Henry & Kathy Stelzl’s Anniversary
11/15 – Frances Bayly’s Birthday
11/21 – Karissa Bullen’s Birthday
11/22 – Jay & Elaine Wright’s Anniversary
11/22 – Charlie & Teresa Berg’s Anniversary
11/27 – Susan Ojanen’s Birthday

Dates to Remember

Happy 
Thanksgiving!


